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. Title

Sidewalk Signs — For the purpose of authorizing sidewalk signs with certain conditions;
providing a definition of “sidewalk sign”; and providing for a delayed effective date of the
sidewalk sign permit fee.

.Body
CITY COUNCIL OF THE .
City of Arnapollig
Ordinance 42-18
Tntroduced by: Alderweman Tierney
Referred to

Planning Commission
Economic Matters Committee
Rules and City Government Committee

AN ORDINANCE concerning
Sidewalk Signs

FOR the purpose of authorizing sidewalk signs with certain conditions; providing a definition
of “sidewalk sign”; and providing for a delayed effective date of the sidewalk sign permit
fee.

BY  repealing and re-enacting with amendments the following pertlons of the Code of the
City of Annapolis, 2018 Edition
Section 17.60.010
Section 17.60.070
Section 17.60.090
Section 21.70.040
Section 21.70.050
Section 21.70.080
Section 21.72.010

SECTION I: BE IT ESTABLISHED AND ORDAINED BY THE ANNAPOLIS CITY
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COUNCIL that the Code of the City of Annapolis shall be amended to rehd as follows:

TITLE 17 — BUILDINGS AND CONSTRUCTION

Chapter 17.60 - SIGNS
Section 17.60.010 - Permit—Required.

A.

No permanent commercial sign, billboard or advertising structure or device, or sidewalk
sign shall be erected or installed unless a sign permit has been issued by the Director of
Planning and Zoning or his or her designee. Temporary signs and banners are prohibited
except as provided under Section. 17.60.060, er under Section 21.70.060, or Section
21.70.080.

The Department of Planning and Zoning shall review the sign permit application for
consistency with the Zoning Code, pursuant to Chapter 21.70.

Section 17.60.070 - Location generally.

A. The requirements of subsections B and C are not applicable to sidewalk sipns, which are
subiect to the requirements of Chapter 21.70.

A B. No signs shall be supported from the sidewall or from a point outside of the sidewalk.

Signs may be carried upon or suspended from the front of a building, but no sign projecting
into the street or alley shall be placed within ten feet of the sidewalk or extended more than
two feet beyond the building; except, electric signs shall be permitted to extend beyond the
building line to any distance not beyond the curb upon the approval of the City Council.

" B. C. Sidewalks shall be regarded as pedestrian rights-of-way. Permanent signage that the

Director of Planning and Zoning or his or her designee determines must be placed in or near

a sidewalk shall be sited only after a consideration of the following guidelines:

1. No sign shall be placed in such a way as to interfere with or reduce a forty-inch

pedestrian right-of-way; . :

9. Where a grass area exists between the curb and sidewalk, signs shall be placed in: the

grass area;

3. When no grass area between the curb and sidewalk exists, signs shall be placed in any

public right-of-way or easement on the far side of the sidewalk;

4, In any one block, the placement of signs curbside or far curbside shall be consistent;
The bottom edge of the sign shall be seven feet from the ground with the exception of
pedestrian directional signs which do not exceed the width of the post which may be

- posted at five and one-half feet;

6. As many as three signs of twelve inches in width or greater may be clustered on one

pole;

7. In any one block, the placement of signs on poles not governed by State Highway

Administration guidelines shall be grouped in a forty-foot area;

8. No more than one "No Parking" sign shall be placed on each side of the street in any

one block or within a distance of five hundred feet, whichever is less.

h

Section 17.60.090 - Support—Engineering.
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Every sign, except for sidewalk sipns. shall be supported substantially including
foundation and footing. The construction and hanging of the sign shall be in accordance
with the best engineering principles and subject to structural requirements of the Director
of Planning and Zoning or his or her designee.

TITLE 21 - PLANNING AND ZONING

Chapter 21.70 - Sign Regulations.
Section 21.70.040 - Prohibited signs.

The following signs are prohibited:
Animated signs;
Billboards;
Flashing signs;
Portable signs (a sign that is not permanent, affixed to a building, structure or the
ground but not including sidewalk signs);
Rotating signs;
Roottop signs;
Signs projecting above the rooflines of buildings;
Snipe signs (non-governmental signs attached to trees or poles)..

oW

o

Section 21.70.050 - Standards applicable to all signs.

The following standards apply to all signs Whether exempt or permitted:

A. Condition and Appearance. All signs shall be maintained in good condition and
appearance.

B. Computations of Area and Height.
1. Area.

"a. The area of a sign face (which is also the sign area of a wall sign or other sign
with only one face) shall be computed by means of the smallest square, circle,
rectangle, friangle, or combination thereof that will encompass the extreme
limits of the writing, representation, emblem, or other display, together with
any material or color forming an integral part of the background of the display
or used to differentiate the sign from the backdrop or structure against which it
is placed, but not including any supporting framework, bracing, or decorative
fence or wall when such fence or wall otherwise meets the zoning regulations
in this title and is clearly incidental to the display itself.

b. The sign area for a sign with more than one face shall be computed by adding
together the area of all sign faces.

2. Height. The height of a sign shall be computed as the distance from the base of the
sign at normal grade to the top of the highest attached component of the sign.
Normal grade shall be construed to be the lower of: (1) existing grade prior to
construction or (2) the newly established grade after construction, exclusive of any

- filling, berming, mounding, or excavating solely for the purpose of locating the
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sign. In cases in which the normal grade cannot reasonably be determined, sign

height shall be computed on the assumption that the elevation of the normal grade

at the base of the sign is equal to the elevation of the nearest point of the crown of a

public street or the grade of the land at the principal entrance to the principal

structure on the zoning lot, whichever is lower.

C. Sight Visibility.

1. No sign shall obstruct a clear view to and from traffic along any street right-of-way,
entrance or exit.

2. A sight visibility triangle, as defined in Division VI, shall be kept free of
obstructions to vision between the heights of two and one-half feet and twelve feet
above the street. If, in the opinion of the Director of Planning and Zoning with the
concurrence of the Director of Public Works, there are unusual circumstances,
these dimensions may be altered to enhance public safety.

D. Integrated Sign Program. An integrated sign program, as defined in Division V1, is
required for all commercial office complexes, shopping centers, and multi-tenant
facilities. The establishment of an integrated sign program for existing developments is
strongly encouraged.

E. Design. The design of signs is important to the character of the City of Annapolis. The
following provisions are designed to give guidance to persons designing, erecting, and
approving signs in the City.

1. Guidelines for All Signs.

a. Materials, colors and shapes of proposed signs shall be compatible with the
related building(s). Size and proportions should be judged by sizes and
proportions of signs on nearby properties that are compatible with the
prevailing character, or the character prescribed in land use plans adopted by
the City Council.

b. Every sign shall be designed as an integral architectural element of the
building and site to which it principally relates.

¢, The aumber of graphic elements on a sign shall be held fo the minimum
needed to convey the sign's major message and shall be composed in
proportion to the area of the sign face.

d. Tach sign shall be compatible with signs on adjoining premises and shall not
gompete for attention.

e. Signs should be constructed of quality materials. The choice of materials for
signage should relate to the quality of architecture within the zoning district.

f.  Signs should provide information, character and a quality image.

2. MX and BR Districts, Additional Guidelines.

a. Signg generally shall be of simple design and relate to the scale and design of
buildings.

b. The size of each sign shall relate to the scale and architectural character of its
facade.

c. The placement of signs shall not cover aftractive architectural details,
overwhelm the fagade in size, or interrupt the rhythm of upper facade
windows.
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d. The choice of materials for signs shall relate to the quality of historic
architecture within the MX district. The use of painted wood, glass and metal
are appropriate.

3. HISTORIC DISTRICT — REFER TO SECTION 21.70.090 “SIGNS IN THE

HISTORIC DISTRICT” FOR GUIDELINES.

Removal of Signs. Any sign.associated with an activity on a vacated premises shall be
removed from the premises, aitered or resurfaced within one month from the time such
activity ceases so that the sign does not display visual communication pertaining to the

Sidewalk signs shall not obstruct pedestrian or vechicular traffic or visibility, or
adversely affect the safety of pedestrian or vehicular fraffic.

Sidewalk sisns shall be placed on the sidewslk immediately adiacent to a permit
holder’s building and allow a 40-inch minimum pedestrian right-of-way. The exact
location of the sign shall be determined by the Department of Public Works based on
governmental accessibility and safety standards, including, but not limited to, the
location and proximity of doorways; the distance between pedestrian obstacles; the
location of crosswalks: and other physical features of the location that affect

Sidewalk signs shall not be permanently affixed or anchored to the sidewalk or

Sidewallk siens shall be removed f1 om the public right-of-way ﬁom dusk to dawn and

No part of a sidewalk sign shall encroach upon any pait of the sidewalk frontage of

The applicant shall fully ensure that the placement of a sidewalk sign shall not cause
any unnecessary or unreasonable exposure to personal injury or property damage to

The permit holder shall fully indemnify, defend, and hold harmless the City and its
agents. emplovees, and elected officials from and apainst anv and all claims and
damages in any way arising out of or through the acts or omissions of the permit
holder in connectior with the placement or use of the sidewalk sign.

F.
former activity.
(5. Sidewall sipns. Additional standards.
1.
2.
accessibility and safety.
3.
attached to structures.
4,
when the permit holder’s business is closed
5.
anv adiacent premises, alley, or other such right-of-way.
6.
the public.
7.
8.

Before a permit is issued, the applicant shall provide AN INDEMNITY BOND TO
ENSURE COMPLIANCE WITH ALL APPLICABLE CITY LAWS AND TO
COVER LOSSES AND CLAIMS RESULTING FROM THE PLACEMENT OR
USE OF THE SIDEWALK SIGN. THE BOND SHALL BE IN A FORM
SATISEFACTORY TO THE CITY ATTORNEY swritten—evideneesatisfactory—tothe
Director—of Plonnineand Lonine—that-the-City-is named-as an-additional dnswred on
theapplicant’s hability insurance policy:




(0-42-18 Amended
Page 6

Section 21.70.080
Sign Table 1
Types of Signs Permitted in Non-Residential Zoning Districts

District Permitted Signs

Business community identification sign

Freestanding
Wall-mounted

Bl

Sidewalk
Freestanding
Multi-tenant facility

Wall-mounted

B2, B3, B3-CD, BCE, 11

Sidewalk
Mulii-tenant facility
BR, PM2 Wall-mounted

Sidewalk
Wall-mounted
Sidewalk
Business community identification sign
Multi-tenant facility
Wall-mounted
Sidewall
Freestanding, ground sign only
Multi-tenant facility
Wall-mounted

C2, C2A, C2P

P, PM

Sidewalk

Freestanding

Marine refueling facility signs on piers
WMC, WME, WMI, Multi-tenant facility

Wall-mounted
Sidewalk
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a. Lots are permitted both wall-mounted and freestanding signs up to the limiis set forth in the table. With the exception of the signage
allowed in Table Note 1, signage in multi-tenant facilities is counted as an alternative, not in addition, to permitted wall-mounted and
freestanding signs.
For wall-mounted signs the maximum sign area is for the lot, with the exception of The signage allowed in Table Note 1.

c. For ali other signs the mexdmum sign area is the maximum area per sign face, unless stated otherwise. For example, a two-sided,

freestanding, ground sign in the BCE could be thirty square feet per face or sixty squars feet total.

The following abbreviations are used in the table: sf= square feet; If=linear feet; bldg = building; " = inches.
Important. The notes af the end of the table are as mauch a part of the law as the table itself.

Sign Type Zoning Nuamber Maximum | Number | Maximum Numination | Projection | Other
District of Sign Area of Height Permiited Permitted
Businesses Signs (feet)
per Lot Alloved
Wall-
mounted
B1, BR, 1.1sfperlf | 1.B1, 13. Inn the Yes, external | Yes, up to
PM, MX of building PM: no M district, means only 1.5 feet
frontage up | limit, up signs may such as froma
toa to not be spotlight wall,
maximunm TN located
of 10C st. permitted | higherona
2, No single { sign area. fagade than
sign may 2. BR, the secend-
exceed 30 MX: no story
st per face. more than | windowsills.
3 signs
per
building.
B2, B3, 1.2sfperif | Nolimit 5] Yes Yes, up to Uses with canopies,
B3-CD, of building up to 1.5 feet such as service staticns,
BCE, frontage up | permitted into a may use the If of
toa sign area public way | canopy frontage in lieu
maximun of If of building
of 120 st frontage to calculate
2, No single permitted sign area.
sign may
exceed 75
sfin area
C2, C2A, ITsfperlifef | Upto3d 15 Yes, external | Yes, up to
c2p building signs per means only 1.5 feet
frontage up building such as from a
toa spotlight wall.
maxinium
of 30 sf
iy 9 sf 1 per 15 No Yes, but
street notinto a
frontage public
way.
PM2 See below
under
multitenant
facilities
sign types
11 2 sfperifof | Nolimit 18 Yes No
building up to
frontage up | permitied
toa sign area
maximun
of 120 sf
WMC 1 sfperlfof | No limit 22 Yes Yes, but
building up fo not into a
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frontage up | permitted public way
toa sign area or over the
maxinm water
of 100 sf
WME, 2 sfperlfof
WMI, building
WMM frontage up
loa
maximum
of 120 sf
Marquee
sign
Ay 120 sf. The 1 per lot 15 Yes Yes, up to Theaters, museums,
distriet arsa of a the and anditoriums with a
where the marquee projection marquee sign are
associated sign is of the vermitted wall-
use is permitted marquee mounted frames up 1o
permitted instead of, 24 sf per frame
net in advertising movies,
addition to, plays or other features
wall- to be given at the
mounted or yentue.
freestanding
signage that
would
otherwise
be
permitted.
Freestanding
Bl, Pole signs: 1 per lot 10 No Yes, but 1 Freestanding sigus
WMC 12 sf, or notintoa | are permitted only on
ground public way | lofs with & minimuom
signs; 20 sf. or over the | lot width of 100 feet or
water larger.
2 Minimum setback
from property lines:
WMC 0 feet
Bl 11, WME, WML,
WIVIM 5 feet
) Other districts 10 feet
B2, B3, Lots with Pole signs: 1 per Pole signs: Yes Yes, but | 1 Freestanding signs
B3-CD, upte 2 20 st or street 15 notintoa | are permitied only on
BCE, busingsses ground frontage. | Ground public way | lots with a minimum
11, WME, signs: 30 sf signs: 12 or over the | lot width of 100 feet or
WM, water larger.
WMM 2 Mininmum setbacl
from property lines:
WMC 0 feet
Bl1, 1, WME, WML,
WMM 3 feet
Other districts 10 feet
B2!, B3, Lots with Pole signs: 1 per Pole signs: Yes Yes, but 1 Freestanding signs
BR3-CD, 3 or inore 24 sf, or street 15. notimtoa | are perniitted only on
BCE,I1, | businesses ground frontage. | Ground public way | lots with a minimum
WME, signs; 30 sf signs: 12 or over the | lot width of 100 feet or
WM, water larger,
WM 2 Miniminm setback
from property lines.
WMC O feet
B1,11, WME, Wi,
WM 5 feet
Other districts 10 feet
MX 30 sf i per 10 Yes Yes, but Must be a ground sign,
streef notintoa monument style.
frontage. public way
or over the
water

WMulti-tenant
facility signs
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Multi-tenant
facility
identification
sign

B2%, B3,
B3-CD,
BCE,
PM2,
WMC,

WMI,

64 sf

1 per
street
frontage

15

Yes

Yes, but
not into a
public way
or over the
water.

1. Int the P district and
the waterfront districts
these signs may be
ground signs,
menument style, or
wall-mounted.

2. All other districts
these signs must be
ground signs,
momiment style,

3. Minimum setback
from property lines:
WMC 5 feel.

11, MX, PM.WME,
WMI, WMM, 10 feet,
Ofther districts: 15 feet

Mulii-tenant
facility
identification
sign

11

100 sf

1 per
street
frontage

15

Yes

Yes, but
notintca
public way
or over the
water.

1. In the P district and
the waterfront districts
these signs may be
ground signs,
monument style, or
wall-mounted.

2. All ather districts
these signs must be
ground signs,
monument style.

3, Minimum setback
from property lines:
WMC 5 feet.

11, MX, PM, WME,
WMI, WMM, 10 feet.
Other districts: 15 feet

Multi-tenant
facility
identification
sigh

M, PM

30sf

1 per
street
frontage

10

Yes, external
means only
such as
spotlight

Yes, but
not into a
public way
ar over the
water.

1. Tin the P district and
the waterfront districts
these signs may be
ground signs,
monument style, or
wall-mounted.

2. All other districts
these signs must be
ground signs,
monument style.

3, Mininmm; setbaclk
from property lines;
WMC 5 feet,

11, MX, PM,
WMEWNMI, WMM, 10
feet.

Other districts: 15 feet

Multi-tenant
facility
identification
sign

15sf

i per
street
frontage

10

Yes, external
means only
such as
spotlight

Yes, but
ot into a
public way
or over the
water.

1. In the P district and
the waterfront districts
these signs may be
ground signs,
menusent style, or
wall-mounted.

2, All other districts
these signs must be
ground signs,
monument style.

3, Minimum sethack
from property lines;
WMC 5 feel.

11, MX, PM.WME,
WMI, WMM, 10 feet,
Other districts: 15 feet

Shopping
center anchor
tenant, wall-
mounted

B2,
PM2,

0.5 sfper If

of anchor

tenant
fagade

1 per
strest
frontage

20

Yes

Yes, but
not into a
public way
or over the




0-42-18 Amended

Page 10
‘water,
Tenant sign, B2, B3, 1.5 sfperlf 1 per 15 Yes No Maxinum sign board
wall-mommited B3-CD. of building tenant, height: 36" for anchors,
BCE, frontage per plus 1 18" for other tenants.
2,11, tenant, up additional Maximum lettering
WMC, to 40 sfper fora height: 36" for anchors,
WME, tenant. comer 14" for other tenants.
WML, tenant
WM with
windows
in both
fagades.
Tenant sign, | BR, MX, Tesser of 1 1 per 15 No No Maximum sign board
wall-mounted M, P sfperIf of tenant, height: 36* for anchors,
entrance plus I 18" for other tenants.
fagade or 20 | additional Meximum lettering
sf fora height: 36" for anchors,
comer 14" for other tenants.
tenant
with
windows
in both
Tagades.
Tenant sign, B2', B3, 6 sf 1 per Yes, external Yes This type of sign is
projecting B3-CD, tenant means cnly permitted where tenant
BCE, such as spaces are recessed
PM2, spotlight under a canopied
T WMC, walloway.
WME,
WM,
WM
Business B1,P, 30sf 1 at each 6 Yes, external Yes, but This type of sign 15 for
community PM entry means only not info & communities
identification point such as public comprising six or more
sign spoflight way. husinesses.
Marine WMC, 6 sf per face 1 per 10 Yes No
refueling WM, facility
facility signs WML,
on piers WMM
Sidewalk
iper
All Tsfperface | - 435 No . No
Table Notes:

1 Porsign(s) located within six hundred feet of Solomon’s Island Road/MD Route 2 and upon property at least five acres in area and zoned
within the B2 Distrief, the regulations shall be as follows:

2 Wall-mounted, Maximum sign area: (1) six sf per If of building frontage up to a maximum of ope thous and six hundred sf, {ii) No single
sign may exceed three hundred forty sf in area; Number of signs allowed: No Timit up to permitted sign area; Maximum Height (feet): thirty-two;
Maximum sign board height: eleven and ane-half feet; Maximum lettering height: six feet; lllumination parmitted: Yes; Projection permitted:
Yes, up to one and one-half feet into a public way.

b, Freestanding (lots with one or more businesses). Maximum sign area: (1) pole signs: twenty-four sf, (it} ground signs: thirty sf; Nimber of
signs aliowed: cne per street frontage; Maximum Height (feet): (1) pole signs: fifteen, ground signs: twelve; Minimum setback from property
lines: ten feet, Mininun lot width: one hundred fest; Tumination pennitted: Yes; Projection permitted: Yes, butnot into a public way.

c.  Multi-tenant facility identification sign. Maximum sign area: three hundred forty sf per side; Number of signs allowed: one per street
frontage; Maximum Height (feet): thirty-five; Minfmum setback from property lines: fiftsen feet; Illumination permitted: Yes; Projsction
permitted: Yes, but not into 2 public way.

d.  Anchor fenant, wall-mounted, Allowed in accordance with the regulations for wall-mounted signs in preceding snbsection a.

e.  Tenantsign, wall-1mounted. Maximum sign area: up to Torty-five sf per tenant; Number of signs allowed: one per tenant, plus one additional
for & commer tenant with windows in both Tagades; Maximum Height (feet): thirty-two; Meximum sign board height: four feet;, Maximun lettering
height: three and one-half foet; Nlwmination permitted: Yes; Projection permitted: No. '

f  Tenant sign, projecting. Six.




Chapier 21.72 - TERMS AND DEFINITIONS
Section 21.72.010 - Terms.

"Sign" means any name, identification, description, display or illustration which is affixed to, or
represented directly or indirectly upon, a building, structure or piece of land, and which directs
attention to an object, product, place, activity, person, institution, organization or business.

The term "sign" includes signs erected or instalied in the interior of a structure if the sign is
situated in a manner to indicate that its prime purpose is for viewing from the exterior of the
structure. The prime purpose of an interior sign is exterior viewing if it is visible from the
exterior and if no public access is permitted between the sign and the exterior window of the
structure. .

The term "sign" does not include the following:

1. Display of official court or public office notices, 2. The flag, emblem or insignia of a nation,
political unit, school or religious group, or 3. A sign located completely within an enclosed
building and not visible to the outside of the building. '

Sign, business community identification. "Business community identification sign" means a sign
representing an area consisting of no less than six disfinct businesses located on separate parcels
of land.

Sign, freestanding. "Freestanding sign" means any sign supported by structures or supports that
are placed om, or anchored in, the ground and that are independent from any building or other
structure.

Sign, ground. "Ground sign" means a sign where the entire bottom of the sign is in contact with
or in close proximity to the ground. A "monument sign" is a ground sign.

Sign, pole. "Pole sign" means a sign supported by one or more poles and otherwise separated
from the ground by air.

Sign, marquee. "Marquee sign" means a sign attached to or made part of a marquee. A marquee
sign is a type of wall-mounted sign.

Sipn, projecting. "Projecting sign" means a sign affixed to a building or wall in such manner that
its leading edge extends more than six inches beyond the surface of the building or wall.

Sign, sidewalk, *“Sidewalk Sign” means a freestanding, temporary sign with no mevingparis-er
lights that displays the permit holder’s business-related information. “Sidewalk sign” includes a
sandwich board sign, an A-frame sign, and a display board. but does not include a feather pole
sign, FREE-STANDING DIRECTIONAL SIGNAGE, or anv other temporary banner, poster,
and similar sign made of nonpermanent materials.

Sign, temporary. "Temporary sign" means a sign that advertises community or civic projects or
special events on a temporary basis, or a political sign.
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Sign, wall-mounted. "Wall-mounted sign” means any sign attached paraliel to, but within six
inches of, a wall, painted on the wall surface of, or erected and confined within the outside limits
of an outside wall of any building or structure, which is supported by such wall or building, and
which displays only one sign face.

A marquee sign is a type of wall-mounted sign.

Signs placed on canopies or awnings are considered to be wall-mounted signs.

SECTION II: AND BE IT FURTHER ESTABLISHED AND ORDAINED BY THE
ANNAPOLIS CITY COUNCIL that the sidewalk sign permit fee shall be waived until June
30, 2019.

SECTION 1I: AND BE IT FURTHER ESTABLISHED AND ORDAINED BY THE
ANNAPOLIS CITY COUNCIL that this ordinance shall become effective upon the date of its
adoption.

FExplanation:
UPPERCASE indicates matter added to existing law
Strileethrough indicates matter stricken from existing law.
Underlining indicates matter added to existing law,

ADOPTED this 13% day of May, 2019.

Aye: 6 Mayor Buckley, Alderwoman Tierney, Alderwoman
Pindell Charles, Alderwoman Finlayson, Alderman Rodriguez,
Alderman Savidge.

Absent: 3 Alderman Paone, Alderwoman Henson, Alderman Arnett.

THE ANNAPOLIS CITY M 5@./ ;
COUNCIL, Date: D L5

Gawg‘irﬂéucldey, May%( "

ATTEsﬂ WLl

: NEAL L ‘-’&‘\N Date: 573*9 iif.g?
' Regina Watkins-Eldridge, MMC,
" City Clerk




