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What is
Ranked Choice Voting?

Rankgd choice voting (RCV) VOTE | for vour favorite
a voting system that allows

voters to rank candidates in RANK yourbackups
order of preference (1st, 2nd,

3rd, and so on). m your voice heard
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A Brief History of
Ranked Choice Voting

Also known as... First used in the U.S. in 1877 for proportional
Alternative Vote representation; Cambridge, MA has used PRCV
Preferential Voting : :

Instant Runoff Voting (IRV) continuously since 1941.

Single Transferable Vote (STV)

Ann Arbor, Ml used RCV in 1975;
first single-winner RCV for mayor.

Takoma Park, MD started using RCV in 2007.

Voters approved RCV for Greenbelt (2025)
and Berwyn Heights (2026).
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Current Opportunities for RCV

GARRETT

e Annapolis

e Frederick

e Greenbelt

e Hyattsville

e Rockyville

e County enabling

FREDERICK




How does RCV work?

Voters rank
the candidates.

All first choices
are counted.

If a candidate reaches the
threshold - THEY WIN.

If no candidate reaches the
threshold, an instant runoff
occurs.

Voters are able
to express their
preferences.

Candidates win
by consensus.



Election Thresholds

Seats to Elect Percent for One Seat

1 Seat 50% + 1

2 Seats 33.3% + 1

3 Seats 25% + 1

4 Seats 20% + 1
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District of Columbia
Distrito de Columbia
Official Ballot

PRIMARY ELECTION: TUESDAY, JUNE 16, 2026
Boleta Oficjal

ELECCION PRIMARIA: MARTES, 16 DE JUNIO, 2026

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTER

- Completely fill in the oval next to your choice.

- Use blue or black ink only.

- To vote for a write in, fill in the oval and write

the name on the line.

- If you make a mistake, ask for a new ballot.

 eanars s JCOICDIC_ 28R DI @)
e e . W
[ canornars o |GEPARZEPIC DIC )
| commonre 0 JCOICNIEDIC_DIC )
[ wree [C OJ@DIC DIC DIC D]

You may rank up to five

candidates in the order of your
preference, and doing so will

not harm a higher ranked
candidate.

Puede clasificar hasta cinco

preferencia, y hacerlo no
perjudicara a un candidato
mejor clasificado.

Sample Ballots
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You should not rank a
candidate more than
once.(Fill in ONLY one
oval per row.)

No debe clasificar a un
candidato mas de una
vez.(Complete SOLO
un évalo por fila.)

HE EE S SS S S SE S S S S S S S EEEEEEN
SAMPLE

INSTRUCCIONES PARA EL VOTANTE

eleccion.

- Rellene completamente el évalo junto a su

- Utilice anicamente tinta azul o negra.
- Para votar por escrito, complete el évalo y

escriba el nombre en la linea.
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You should not skip a
ranking. (Skipping more
than 1 ranking may make
your vote inactive in that
contest.)

No debe saltarse
ninguna clasificacion.
(Saltarse mas de una
clasificacién podria
invalidar su voto en esa
contienda.)

- Si se equivoca pida una nueva boleta.

You should not give
more than one candidate
the same ranking. (Fill in
ONLY one oval per
column.)

No debe asignar la
misma clasificacién a
mas de un candidato.
(Complete SOLO un
ovalo por columna.)

Washington, DC

DELEGATE TO THE
U.S HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES
FROM THE DISTRICT

OF COLUMBIA
Rank up to 5 choices

DELEGADO A LA
CAMARA DE
REPRESENTANTES
POR EL DISTRITO DE

COLUMBIA
Clasifique hasta 5 opciones

Candidate A .HH.. Candidate D

MAYOR OF THE
DISTRICT COLUMBIA
Rank up to 5 choices
ALCALDE DEL
DISTRITO DE
COLUMBIA

2
Candidate A
Candidate B . <

C
Candidate C H.

1st [2nd
®

l
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OFFICIAL BALLOT FOR THE SPECIAL
INSTRUCTIONS

Rank candidates in the order of your

choice. Mark the oval in the " 1st

choice” colurmn far your first-chaice

candidate. Mark the oval in the *2nd

To rank a candidate whose name is not printed on the
ballot, mark an oval next to the box labeled "write-in"
and print the name clearly, staying within the box. You
may mark as many or as few candidates as the
nurmbered columns allow, but do not mark more than
hurt your first-choice candidate. Do not mark more than
one oval in any column. If you do, your vote may not
count. Any mark or writing outside the spaces provided
for voting rmay void the entire ballot.
You have a nght to a replacement ballot. If you make a

ELECTION - City of New York - County of
Queens - February 23, 2021

choice” colurmn for your

second-choice candidate, and so on.

one oval per candidate, Ranking a second-choice
candidate, third-choice candidate, and so on will not
mistake, or want to change your vote, ask a poll worker
for a new ballot.

Papeleta Oficial para la Eleccién Espeuai
Ciudad de Nueva York - Condado de Queens
23 de Febrero del 2021

INSTRUCCIONES

Clasifique los candidatos en |a orden
que desea. Marque el 6valo en la
columna 12 opcidn” para el candidato
de su prirnera opcidn. Marque el dvalo
en la columna "2a opcion” para el
candidato de su segunda opcion,
etcetera.

Para clasificar un candidato cuyo nombre no esta
impreso en la papeleta, marque un dvalo junto a la
casilla marcada "candidato por escnto” y escriba el
nombre en letra de molde claramente, manteniéndose
adentro de la casilla. Puede marcar tantos o tan pocos

candidatos tal como pemmiten las celumnas numeradas,

pero no margue mas de un ovalo por candidato.
Clasificar a un candidato de segunda opcion, candidato
de tercera opcion, etcétera no hara dano a su
candidato de primera opcion. No marque mas de un
dvalo en ninguna columna, Si lo hace, es posible que
su voto no cuente, Cualquier otra marca o escritura
fuera de los espacios propnrc:onades para votar puede
anular la papeleta por completo.
Usted tiene derecho a una papeleta de reernplazo. Si
hace un error, o desea cambiar su voto, pidale a un
trabajador electoral una papeleta nueva.
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Sample Ballots
New York City, NY

%w

Council Member
Rank up to 5 choices
Mark no more than 1 oval in each column

Miembro del Consejo
Clasifique hasta 5 opciones
Marque no mas de un Gvalo en cada columna

L Opcion 39 4ew

— Choice

Selvena N.
Brooks-Powers

Powers 4 Queens

Manny Silva

People Powered

Pesach Osina

Community Unity

Nancx J. Martinez

Rockaway United

Shawn M. Rux

Rux For Us

Latanya Collins

Collins 4 Queens

Sherwyn James

Time for Change

Latoya R. Benjamin #[torR @4, @&

The Timé Is Now Wt BiEs T e

Nicole S. Lee

Lee For Jobs 31

Wite-in
candidato por escrito

e = frn

Opcion 2% 45w

Choice
T Opcidn @3 4%+

@
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Why Annapolis?

“Iln 1941, McCready was] the first mayor
of the modern era to win both elections
with a majority, a feat that has become
exceedingly rare in Annapolis mayoral
elections. Five mayors have successfully
won reelection since McCready did it, but
never with a majority of the vote in both
races. Historically, a third-party candidate
has siphoned votes from those of the
major parties leaving the winner with a
plurality — less than 50% but the most out
of all candidates.” Brooks Dubose, Capital
Gazette
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96% found their ballot simple to complete

Manw Yari Gty 76% wanted to keep or expand RCV RCV im p roves the

o F G CHVIER T W 89% supported using RCV in future elections ele Ction experience for

Alaska 84% of voters said RCV is simple VOters and can d idates.

82% said RCV is easy

Mai
e 57% liked having the ability to rank candidates

California Bay Area R r3 WVhleIgS dalols WE{oAVRT N
Cities 70% wanted to keep or expand RCV

88% said RCV was easy

Arlington, VA ' : ’
riington 67% supported using RCV in future elections

91% understood RCV
Portland, OR Voters preferred RCV to the previous voting
method by more than a 2-to-1 margin (63%-28%)

94% were satisfied with RCV. 82% said it was
Utah Cities easy, and 67% said they were more likely to vote
for their favorite candidate because of RCVW.




Election

State voting equipment is

Free, secure tabulation
software is available,

RCV information can be
incorporated into existing



“Ranked Choice Voting
(RCV) is an investment
in the future of our
democracy.”

Brooke Lierman,
Comptroller of MD
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Michelle Whittaker
Executive Director
michelle@rcvmd.org

Owen Anderson
Deputy Director
owen@rcvmd.org

Thank You!

Q8&A




