Michael Pantelides, Mayor
160 Duke of Gloucester Street
Annapolis, MD 21401-2517
410-263-7997

Chartered 1708

November 13, 2014

To: Alderpersons, City Of Annapolis

From: Mayor Michael Pantelides

Re: Education Commission

Pending your approval, I would like to appoint Ms. Raegan Parker to the
Education Commission. Ms. Parker is a resident of Ward 4 and this
appointment fills a vacancy on the commission.

Ms Raegan Parker

902 G Copeland Street

Annapolis, MD 21401

410-562-0246

A copy of her Bio is attached.

Thank You.

OMuchef Poniiily

MJP/me

Reviewed by:  Education Commission

____Favorable ____Unfavorable

Committee Chair Date
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Raegan Parker, 15, an sophoemore at Annapolis High School, and @ member of the schoal's softhall
team, shows off her favorite sperts jersey. It bears the logo of the old Brooklyn Dodge's team, which, in
1947, hired ber inspiration, Jackie Robinson. He was the first African-American ballplayer in Major
League Baseball. (By Wendi Winters, Staff / August 29, 2014) ’

By Wendi Winters, wwinters@capgaznews.com
PUBLISHED: 10:04 a.m. EDT, September 12, 2014

Annapolls High Schoal sophomare Raegan Parker has several
goals she'd ke to see achieved before she graduates.

An enthusiastic member of the Panthers’ softball team, Raegan
would love to see the team win a game. Just one. Though It
works hard, the team hasn't had a winning score In five years.

She may get her wish. A new coach is being sought for the
next season.

P . by, Playing softball since she was 9, Raegan plays second base for
Teen of the Weelt: Annapofis teen the Panthers.

demonstrates the power of being
nice Last summer, the South River Seahawks softball team

organized a summer softball team. They invited the Annapolis
team to play afongside them. Raegan was one of three girls
who joined the team. The combined team played 13 games
against Southem, & second South River team, Arundel and
Severna Park High Schools.

Teen of the Week: Award-winning  The Bywater teen hopes to visit Haili before she dons her cap
Southem High teen sees the wold  5ng gown, When the island nation was hit by a devastating

through her viewdinder magritude 7.0 earthquake Jan. 12, 2010, Racgan read the
Topics gruesome news reports and first fearned abeut Haili's grinding
» Movies poverty, lack of education, food and resources.
» History

"t tock at my Hie,” she sald. "Any of thase Haitian kids could be

+ Conservation "
me,

See more topics »
She is saving her money to visit the country, Raegan plans to
film a documentary contrasting her life and lifestyle with those
of Haitian teens her age,

hitp://www.capitalgazette.com/neighborhoods/ph-ac-ce-tow-raegan-parker-0912-201409...  10/10/2014
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As a member of Annapolis High's Black History Club, she's traveled with club members to New York City.
Once there, they rode uptown to Harlem and visited the famed Apollo Theater. The 100-year old
buliding, now on the Nationzl Register of Historic Places, was originally a "whites only" burlesque
showplace. Falling into disuse, it reopenad as a music hall catering to the Harem community in 1934,
Through the years, it has showcased many legendary African-American petformers,

Like keens everywhere, they also enjoyed shopping on Manhattan's Fifth Avenue.

Odessa Ellis, the coordinator of the Black History Club, first encountered Raegan fast fall. She was
impressed,

"Her positive: persenalily stood ol immediately," Ellis seid, "As a freshman, sha stood In a5 emcea at the
last-minute of cur Black History Program and did a fanfastic job, She is a multi-talented young lady."

‘The teen's deep interest in the history of black Americans was sparked in third grade by Mildred D.
Taylor's 1976 novel, "Rall of Thunder, Hear My Cry." She's avidly watched movies like "Mississippi
Buming,” "Rosewood," and "Ghosts of Misslssippi’ — a film about the 1994 trial of white supremaclst
Byron de la Beckwith accused of assassinating civil rights activist Medgar £vers in 1963.

At her church, Asbury United Methodist Church, she wrote and produced several short black history plays
_during its Febsuary Sunday sevices.

The International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme student is involved in her school's Eeadership
Sefes, which meets three times monthly, During the sesslons, Raegan and her classmates learn
leadership skills from guest speakers and in interactive exercises.

"Raegan’s strength #s her character and leadership, which has been shown in her participation in our
Signature Program Leadership Series,” said Eric Elston, the Signature Program facilitator. He noted
Raegan volunteered on 2 Habitat for Humanity feld trip to bulld a home for a family in need,

“she is always willing to work with her peers that need support and never impatient,” Elston sald, caling
her a "change agent” in the schoo! community, as she works to help the other students understand the
Importance of honorirg all culiures and appreciating differences in points of view. "Raegan is not afiaid to
be an indvidual, take the unpopular viewpolnt and have the facts to justify her statements. She has
proven the true skill set & be a globai change agent to foster good will."

The high school's piiot pragram, Change Engineering, also counts Raegan as one of Its particlpants. The
pregram provides a platform for "business and community leaders fo engage the Annapolis High School
students, faculy, and businass parimers It thought-provoking dialogue about Change Engineering trends
and possibifities in business,” according to the school's website, It is typlcally introduced at the college
and graduate school levels, -

"It's a great program," Raegan said. "We visited Northrop Grumman and bullt radios from scratch,
We've visited a fire station at BWI Airport. The instructars want us to see different aspects of life.”

In elghth grade, Raegan was invited to join the balng It Via Academics Successfully, or DIVAS, a
mentorng group at Annapolis Middle School.
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