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Body
CITY COUNCIL OF THE
Clty of Annapolls
. Resolutxon 10-24
’ Introduced by Alderwoman Tlerney
i} A RESOLUTION concermng

,k : Temporary Moratorlum on Clty Consnderatmn of Apphcatlons by Busmesses : e
Related to the Cannabls Industry o

; ‘FOR the purpose of adoptlng a temporary moratonum on the processmg, review, andk 5

approval of apphcatrons site plans, permits, and other authorizations for the

~ location, construction, and selling of cannabis for nine months to allow the City

- sufficient time to enact reasonable, thoughtful and lawful zoning requirements and :

- other regulatlons pertarmng thereto as deemed necessary. to protect the pubhc' £
health safety, and welfare , E Ty r i

e ‘WHEREAS ‘Under Local Government Artlcle § 5-202 and § 5204 of the Maryland .
Code, the City of Annapohs may enact local laws to preserve peace and
good order, secure persons and property, protect the health and convenience
of resrdents and establish and regulate markets in the C1ty to do so; ; and o

WHEREAS On November 8, 2022 Maryland voters passed a ballot referendum 5

- - legalizing cannabis use for individuals age 21 and older as of July 1, 2023,
which was followed by the Maryland -General Assembly enactmg‘
comprehensive cannabis reform statutes during the 2023 leglslatlve
session under House Bill 556 and Senate B1ll 516; and

V WHEREAS On May 3,2023, the Governor of Maryland 51gned into law the Maryland k
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WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

Cannabis Reform Act, Acts of Maryland ("Chapter 254"), effective July 1,
2023, which regulates the legalization of adult-use cannabis and provides
political subdivisions with the power to establish zoning requirements and
otherwise regulate cannabis subject to certain limitations; and

The Annapolis City Council recognizes the significant planning, zoning,
property, economic, and secondary effects arising from or related to the
location, construction, and operation of businesses engaged in growing,
processing, and selling cannabis; and

The City currently lacks regulations regarding businesses engaged in
growing, processing, and selling cannabis; and

The City Council recognizes the potential negative impacts of regulations
regarding businesses engaged in growing, processing, and selling cannabis
use stemming from inadequate and hurried deliberations; and

The City Council has determined that enacting hastily prepared regulations
before the complete understanding of Chapter 254 and the State
regulations promulgated pursuant thereto would fail to meet the spirit and
intent of Chapter 254 while potentially creating confusion, unintended
consequences, unreasonable and inequitable outcomes, and litigation,
and would otherwise be prejudicial to the public health, safety, and
welfare; and

The City Council requires sufficient time for appropriate study and public
input to ensure the establishment of effective and durable zoning text
amendments and other necessary regulations applicable to businesses
engaged in growing, processing, and selling cannabis; and

The City Council has determined that a temporary moratorium, for a term
of nine months, to be a reasonable length of time for the due consideration
of zoning text amendments and other regulations for the safe, practical,
and legal implementation of Chapter 254 in the County.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE ANNAPOLIS CITY COUNCIL

that:

1. Moratorium Established. A temporary moratorium is hereby established on the
processing, review, and approval of applications, site plans, permits, and other
authorizations, including but not limited to zoning, occupancy, and building
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: :'certrﬁcates and permrts and approvals, for busmesses engaged 1n growmg, -
processmg, and selling cannabrs for nrne months ~ : e

. [Recommendatmns and Legxslatxon !Thls temporary moratorlum is establlshed to
~ allow a reasonable time w1th1n wh thlty staff, with the assistance of subject e
 matter ‘experts where approprlate? an pr arerecommendatrons forreview by the

% 2 : .
i Plannmg Comrmssron the Planmng ( ission can prepare recommendatlons e

o o jfor the Cxty Councrl and the Clty Conncﬂ,can con51der and enact leglslatlon to

a Efficiently and farrly estabhsh zomng requ1rements and other
~ regulations for cannabrs : L

o b. ;k'Promote the pohc1es artlculated in. the States cannabls legallzatron
~ statutes as approved by Governcr Wes Moore on May3 2023 and :

S c :‘Consrder other related matters that the C1ty Councrl the Planmng
e Commrssmn and Clty staff deem approprlate S

3, :"Apphcatlons Dunng the duratlon of thrs temporary moratonum the C1ty shallkf_ | S

~not_process, review, or approve any. apphcatlon,,

certrﬁcate or permit. within the City's Jurrsdlctlon for a busmess engaged in
'growmg, processmg, and selhng cannablS e -

- site plan permrt or other 0
o authonzatron 1nclud1ng but not limited to any zoning, occupancy, or bulldmg'

N ,Extensmn The City. Councrl reserves the ot ght to extend or modlfy thxs temporary‘ - e

: _moratorrum for such addrtronal perrod(s) and upon such terms and condltlons as »{ L
> it deerns necessary to protect the pubhc health safety, and welfare e

. - '[ AND BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED BY THE ANNAPOLIS CITY COUNCIL thatf L
L thrs resolutron shall take effect upon passage o o

o ADOPTED this 11th day of March 2024

o Aye 8 Mayor Buckley, Alderwoman Tlerney, Alderwoman O'Nerll
’ ' Alderwoman Pindell Charles, Alderwoman Flnlayson ; ,
Alderman Schandelmeler Alderman Sav1dge and Alderman Arnett

Nay 1 Alderman Gay

- Explanation: Strikethrough indicates matter stricken from existing law.
S ~ " Underlining indicates a change to the City Code.
‘Underlining & black copyediting or reformattlng of eXIstmg Code sectton
, Underlm ng & red - new matter added to the code o
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THE ANNAPOLIS CITY S '  . ‘
COUNCIL = Date: 3] L?J 2f
Gavin P/ckley, Mayor

ATTES%Q‘/(/ Date: ‘3{%”{“{

Regina Watkms-Eldrldge, MMC,
City Clerk
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