STAFF REPORT ON PROPOSED LEGISLATION

To: The Annapolis Planning Commission
From: Hope Stewart, SMBE Liaison, Office of Economic Development
Date: July 11, 2024

Subject: 0-12-24: Maritime Industry Economic Development Fund
Purpose of legislation:

The purpose of this legislation is to establish a Maritime Industry Economic Development Fund to
promote, stabilize, and protect the maritime industry in the City of Annapolis; and generally dealing with
maritime development in the City.

Economic Development Office report:

As stated in the Legislative Summary prepared by the Office of Law to Annapolis City Council regarding
0-12-24 and the establishment of the Maritime Industry Economic Development Fund, in 1988, the
Annapolis City Council passed an ordinance (0-51-88) to create a Maritime Economic Development
Program to implement initiatives as suggested in a Maritime Zoning and Economic Strategy report. O-
51-88 introduced the Maritime Industry Economic Development Fund to promote the maritime industry.
It also formed the Maritime Advisory Board. One of the duties of the Maritime Advisory Board, as still
defined in Annapolis City Code, is to provide advice to the City concerning the administration of the
Maritime Industry Economic Development Fund. However, the fund was never instituted.

In 2021, the City convened a Maritime Task Force to review the current state of the maritime industry in
Annapolis. The Task Force's final report advised the City to revive the Annapolis Maritime Industry Fund
and deploy its resources to recruit, retain, and help with the expansion of maritime businesses within
the City’s maritime districts.

As 0-12-24 will further codify the establishment of the Maritime Industry Economic Development Fund,
the Economic Development Office supports this proposed legislation and recommends that the

Commission return a favorable endorsement to the City Council.
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