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Tackled Seven Diverse Projects 

• Historic City Dock Sea Level Rise Design, Victoria Chanse, 

Landscape Architecture

• Spurring Maritime Innovation in Annapolis, Scott Dempwolf, Urban 

Planning

• Eastport Historic Survey, Richard Marciano, iSchool

• Land Use Inventory Database and Analysis, Chao Liu, Urban 

Planning 

• Land Use/Transportation Evaluation for the Forest Drive 

Corridor, Uri Avin and Chao Liu, Urban Planning

• Healthy Annapolis, Charlie Bailey, Dr. Jennifer Roberts, Public 

Health 
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Historic City Dock Sea Level Rise Design 
Investigations, Victoria Chanse

This advanced studio created conceptual plans and design solutions to 
help absorb coastal storm surges and address sea level rise in ways 
that preserve the area’s historic waterfront character and role as a 
tourist magnet. 
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Spurring Maritime Innovation in Annapolis, 
Scott Dempwolf

The Fall 2016 Community Planning Studio class was tasked 
with reviewing previous economic studies of Annapolis’ 
maritime industry and updating the studies’ 
recommendations with new approaches. 

The class examined ways to revitalize the City’s maritime 
industry, focusing especially on how innovation-driven 
economic development tools could be applied in Annapolis 
and implications for zoning. 
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Eastport Historic Survey, Richard Marciano

This GIS-based inventory of historically significant properties in this 
waterfront neighborhood included detailed background research, 
field visits, and photo documentation to support preservation and a 
national district nomination. 
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Land Use Inventory Database, Chao Liu

A special summer effort was launched to execute this very 
ambitious product, the City’s top priority. All land uses were 
classified at the parcel level in GIS, using various data 
sources, becoming the basis for other PALS projects. 
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Land Use Analysis for the City of Annapolis,  Chao Liu

The new land use database was mined to assess land use 
and market trends over the past decade and to identify 
redevelopment opportunities using factors like 
underdevelopment, land/improvement values, and age. 
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Land Use/Transportation Evaluation for the Forest Drive Corridor, 

Uri Avin (methodology) and Chao Liu (GIS techniques)

What land use changes might occur along this four-mile 

corridor and can traffic impacts be managed? Software 

training and scenario analysis using CommunityViz and 

the new land use database provided answers as well as a 

generic tool. 
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URSP 705 Urban Planning Studio, Summer 2017

Nicole Akpedeye
Christine Dunham
Jennifer Hopkins 
Daniel Kellman
Alyssa Kurien
David Lipscomb
Diane Patterson
Kacy Rohn
Samantha Sperber
Arica Thornton
Claire Warner



National Center for Smart Growth  | The University of Maryland, College Park

Four Areas of Focus

1.Healthy City Guidelines

2.Parks and Open Space

3.Bicycle Infrastructure

4.Urban Agriculture

Project Goals



HEALTHY CITY 
GUIDELINES
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Evaluating the Comprehensive Plan

Score Rating Definition

0 Not present 
Absence of health-related goal or 
policy 

1 
Present, 
narrow 

Goal is limited spatially and 
comprehensively OR Policy is 
lacking specificity and action 

2
Present, 
comprehensive

Goal is spatial and 
comprehensive OR Policy is 
specific and action-oriented

Evaluation Table
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Results

OVERALL 

SCORE

60/158
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Chapter 3: Land Use & Econ Development

Mixed-Use occupies only 20 acres, or close to 0% of current 
total city land use

To catalyze more walkable 
mixed-use areas in the Upper 
West Street opportunity area, 
begin with nodes at 
intersections of Upper West 
Street and cross streets.



National Center for Smart Growth  | The University of Maryland, College Park

Chapter 8: Housing

Health Policies relating to the built environment, including 
air quality, are lacking.

Coordinate with partners  to disseminate 
information on indoor health hazards

Educate and encourage use of green 
building strategies

Incorporate Crime Prevention Through 
Environmental Design (CPTED) into 
zoning code

High Point, a Seattle Housing Authority community, was 

redeveloped in 2000. 



PARKS AND 
OPEN SPACE
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Park Inventory



National Center for Smart Growth  | The University of Maryland, College Park

Maximizing Current Assets

Resident and visitor 
awareness of park resources 
could be enhanced.
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Improving Park Accessibility

Need for better data to 
assess accessibility to parks 
for city residents
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Adequate Public Facilities Ordinance (APFO)

Current APFO lacks definitions of key terms used in the parks and 
recreation section

Need to specifically define “recreational facilities” to avoid ambiguity 
-- private gyms, pools, community centers, etc.?

Need to identify what in-lieu-of fees would be sufficient to offset 
inadequate facilities resulting from new development



BICYCLE 
INFRASTRUCTURE
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Assessing Current Conditions

The 3-mile bikeshed 
around bus stops 
covers just under 75% 
of residential and 
mixed-use addresses
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Many main roads are large 
thoroughfares that are 
currently unsafe for non-auto 
travel

Safety

Implement traffic calming strategies, 
such as a complete streets model, to 
increase safety for all non-auto transit

Coordinate scheduled repaving projects 
with bicycle infrastructure 
improvements and installation 
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Infrastructure and Connectivity

There is a lack of connected 
infrastructure in 
disadvantaged communities

Bicycle infrastructure increases 
opportunity through inexpensive 
access to transportation
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Priority Bike Parking Locations

There is limited bike parking 
in areas outside the historic 
district
Target areas with high concentrations 
of important destinations (or points of 
interest), retail, transit, and existing 
bikeways 

In the non-auto transportation section 
of the APFO, add bike parking 
requirements and reference guide to 
bike parking to ensure proper 
installation 



URBAN AGRICULTURE
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Existing Gardens and Food Retailers

Grow Annapolis Community Garden
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Current City Policies Omit Urban Agriculture

No existing language in the Comprehensive Plan or zoning 
ordinance to encourage or guide urban agriculture
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Updated City Code

Site Design Requirements

Operating Standards
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Land Availability and Cost

Competition for limited undeveloped land makes space for 
gardens expensive and difficult to obtain

Incentivize private landowners through 
property tax reduction or abatement

Dedicate community gardens on public 
park land

Include community gardens in public 
housing redevelopment plans

The Housing Authority of the City of Frederick (HACF) runs a successful 
community garden program.
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Towards a Healthy Annapolis

Share Knowledge and 
Resources

Maximize Existing Assets

Reduce Health Disparities

Adopt a Health-Oriented 
Comprehensive Plan and 
City Code


