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Ordinance 2-19 

 

Freestanding Signs 

 

Amendment No. 1 – Rodriguez 

 

 

Amendment 1: 

 

On pages 5-9, in the “Sign Table 2 - Regulations for Signs in Non-Residential Zoning 

Districts” pertaining to “Freestanding and Multi-tenant” sign types, under the column 

“Illumination Permitted” insert that for all freestanding and multi-tenant signs where 

illumination is permitted, the illumination shall be by “external means only such as 

spotlight”, as highlighted below. 

 

Amendment 2: 

 

On Page 10, after “Table Note 1. f.” insert “2.  All freestanding signs shall be ground 

signs except where found not practicable by the Director of Planning and Zoning.” 

 

Sign Table 2 

Regulations for Signs in Non-Residential Zoning Districts 

 

Sign Type  
Zoning  

District  

Number of  

Businesses  

per Lot  

Maximum  

Sign Area  

Number 

of  

Signs  

Allowed  

Maximum  

Height 

(feet)  

Illumination  

Permitted  

Projection  

Permitted  
Other  

Freestanding 

2  
        

 
B1, 

WMC  
 

Pole signs: 

12 sf, or 

ground 

signs: 20 

sf.  

1 per lot  10  No  

Yes, but not 

into a public 

way or over 

the water  

1 Freestanding 

signs are permitted 

only on lots with a 

minimum lot width 

of 100 feet or 

larger.  

2 Minimum 

setback from 

property lines:  

WMC 0 feet  

B1, I1, WME, 

WMI, WMM 5 feet  

Other districts 10 

feet  

 

B21 , 

B3, B3-

CD, 

BCE, 

I1, P, 

PM,W

Lots with 

up to 2 

businesses  

Pole signs: 

20 sf, or 

ground 

signs: 30 sf  

1 per 

street 

frontage.  

Pole signs: 

15  

Ground 

signs: 12  

Yes, external 

means only 

such as 

spotlight  

Yes, but not 

into a public 

way or over 

the water  

1 Freestanding 

signs are permitted 

only on lots with a 

minimum lot width 

of 100 feet or 

larger.  
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ME, 

WMI, 

WMM  

2 Minimum 

setback from 

property lines:  

WMC 0 feet  

B1, I1, WME, 

WMI, WMM 5 feet  

Other districts 10 

feet  

 

B21 , 

B3, B3-

CD, 

BCE, 

I1, P, 

PM, 

WME, 

WMI, 

WMM  

 

Lots with 3 

or more 

businesses  

Pole signs: 

24 sf, or 

ground 

signs: 30 sf  

1 per 

street 

frontage.  

Pole signs: 

15.  

Ground 

signs: 12  

Yes, external 

means only 

such as 

spotlight  

Yes, but not 

into a public 

way or over 

the water  

1 Freestanding 

signs are permitted 

only on lots with a 

minimum lot width 

of 100 feet or 

larger.  

2 Minimum 

setback from 

property lines:  

WMC 0 feet  

B1, I1, WME, 

WM, WMM 5 feet  

Other districts 10 

feet  

 MX   30 sf  

1 per 

street 

frontage.  

10  

Yes, external 

means only 

such as 

spotlight  

Yes, but not 

into a public 

way or over 

the water  

Must be a ground 

sign, monument 

style.  

Multi-tenant 

facility signs  
        

Multi-tenant  

facility  

identification  

sign  

B21 , 

B3, B3-

CD, 

BCE, 

PM2, 

WMC, 

WME, 

WMI, 

WMM  

 64 sf  

1 per 

street 

frontage  

15  

Yes, external 

means only 

such as 

spotlight  

Yes, but not 

into a public 

way or over 

the water.  

1. In the P district 

and the waterfront 

districts these signs 

may be ground 

signs, monument 

style, or wall-

mounted.  

2. All other 

districts these signs 

must be ground 

signs, monument 

style.  

3. Minimum 

setback from 

property lines: 

WMC 5 feet.  

I1, MX, PM.WME, 

WMI, WMM, 10 

feet.  

Other districts: 15 

feet  

Multi-tenant  

facility  
I1   100 sf  

1 per 

street 

frontage  

15  
Yes, external 

means only 

Yes, but not 

into a public 

1. In the P district 

and the waterfront 

districts these signs 
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identification  

sign  

such as 

spotlight  

way or over 

the water.  

may be ground 

signs, monument 

style, or wall-

mounted.  

2. All other 

districts these signs 

must be ground 

signs, monument 

style.  

3. Minimum 

setback from 

property lines: 

WMC 5 feet.  

I1, MX, PM, 

WME, WMI, 

WMM, 10 feet.  

Other districts: 15 

feet  

Multi-tenant  

facility  

identification  

sign  

MX, 

PM  
 30 sf  

1 per 

street 

frontage  

10  

Yes, external 

means only 

such as 

spotlight  

Yes, but not 

into a public 

way or over 

the water.  

1. In the P district 

and the waterfront 

districts these signs 

may be ground 

signs, monument 

style, or wall-

mounted.  

2. All other 

districts these signs 

must be ground 

signs, monument 

style.  

3. Minimum 

setback from 

property lines: 

WMC 5 feet.  

I1, MX, PM, 

WMEWMI, 

WMM, 10 feet.  

Other districts: 15 

feet  

Multi-tenant  

facility  

identification  

sign  

P   15 sf  

1 per 

street 

frontage  

10  

Yes, external 

means only 

such as 

spotlight  

Yes, but not 

into a public 

way or over 

the water.  

1. In the P district 

and the waterfront 

districts these signs 

may be ground 

signs, monument 

style, or wall-

mounted.  

2. All other 

districts these signs 

must be ground 

signs, monument 

style.  

3. Minimum 

setback from 

property lines: 



O-2-19 

Page 4 

 

 

WMC 5 feet.  

I1, MX, PM.WME, 

WMI, WMM, 10 

feet.  

Other districts: 15 

feet  

Shopping 

center anchor 

tenant, wall-

mounted  

B21 , 

PM2,  
 

0.5 sf per lf 

of anchor 

tenant 

façade  

1 per 

street 

frontage  

20  

Yes, external 

means only 

such as 

spotlight  

Yes, but not 

into a public 

way or over 

the water.  

 

Tenant sign, 

wall-mounted  

B21 , 

B3, B3-

CD, 

BCE, 

PM2, 

I1, 

WMC, 

WME, 

WMI, 

WMM  

 

1.5 sf per lf 

of building 

frontage 

per tenant, 

up to 40 sf 

per tenant.  

1 per 

tenant, 

plus 1 

addition

al for a 

corner 

tenant 

with 

windows 

in both 

façades.  

15  

Yes, external 

means only 

such as 

spotlight  

No  

Maximum sign 

board height: 36″ 

for anchors, 18″ for 

other tenants. 

Maximum lettering 

height: 36″ for 

anchors, 14″ for 

other tenants.  

Tenant sign, 

wall-mounted  

BR, 

MX, 

PM, P  

 

Lesser of 1 

sf per lf of 

entrance 

façade or 

20 sf  

1 per 

tenant, 

plus 1 

addition

al for a 

corner 

tenant 

with 

windows 

in both 

façades.  

15  No  No  

Maximum sign 

board height: 36″ 

for anchors, 18″ for 

other tenants. 

Maximum lettering 

height: 36″ for 

anchors, 14″ for 

other tenants.  

Tenant sign, 

projecting  

B21 , 

B3, B3-

CD, 

BCE, 

PM2, 

WMC, 

WME, 

WMI, 

WMM  

 6 sf  
1 per 

tenant  
 

Yes, external 

means only 

such as 

spotlight  

Yes  

This type of sign is 

permitted where 

tenant spaces are 

recessed under a 

canopied walkway.  

Business 

community 

identification 

sign  

B1, P, 

PM, B2, 

B3, B3-

CD, 

BCE, I1  

 30 sf  

1 at each 

entry 

point  

6  

Yes, external 

means only 

such as 

spotlight  

Yes, but not 

into a public 

way.  

This type of sign is 

for communities 

comprising six or 

more businesses.  

Marine 

refueling 

facility signs 

on piers  

WMC, 

WME, 

WMI, 

WMM  

 
6 sf per 

face  

1 per 

facility  
10  

Yes, external 

means only 

such as 

spotlight  

No   

  

Table Notes:  
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1 For sign(s) located within six hundred feet of Solomons Island Road/MD Route 2 and upon property at 

least five acres in area and zoned within the B2 District, the regulations shall be as follows:  

 
a. Wall-mounted. Maximum sign area: (i) six sf per lf of building frontage up to a maximum of one 

thousand six hundred sf, (ii) No single sign may exceed three hundred forty sf in area; Number of signs 

allowed: No limit up to permitted sign area; Maximum Height (feet): thirty-two; Maximum sign board 

height: eleven and one-half feet; Maximum lettering height: six feet; Illumination permitted: Yes; 

Projection permitted: Yes, up to one and one-half feet into a public way.  

b. Freestanding (lots with one or more businesses). Maximum sign area: (i) pole signs: twenty-four sf, (ii) 

ground signs: thirty sf; Number of signs allowed: one per street frontage; Maximum Height (feet): (i) pole 

signs: fifteen, ground signs: twelve; Minimum setback from property lines: ten feet; Minimum lot width: 

one hundred feet; Illumination permitted: Yes; Projection permitted: Yes, but not into a public way.  

c. Multi-tenant facility identification sign. Maximum sign area: three hundred forty sf per side; Number 

of signs allowed: one per street frontage; Maximum Height (feet): thirty-five; Minimum setback from 

property lines: fifteen feet; Illumination permitted: Yes; Projection permitted: Yes, but not into a public 

way.  

d. Anchor tenant, wall-mounted. Allowed in accordance with the regulations for wall-mounted signs in 

preceding subsection a.  

e. Tenant sign, wall-mounted. Maximum sign area: up to forty-five sf per tenant; Number of signs 

allowed: one per tenant, plus one additional for a corner tenant with windows in both façades; Maximum 

Height (feet): thirty-two; Maximum sign board height: four feet; Maximum lettering height: three and one-

half feet; Illumination permitted: Yes; Projection permitted: No.  

f. Tenant sign, projecting. Six. 

 

2.  All freestanding signs shall be ground signs except where found not practicable by the 

Director of Planning and Zoning. 


